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A Walkability Audit is a methodical examination of how 
pedestrian-friendly a route may or may not be. 

The word Walkability means the “ability to walk”. 

School Description 

     Caherleaheen National School is a mixed rural school 
located in North Kerry just outside Tralee off the N70  
towards Castlemaine. The school has 207 students with 13 
Teachers.  The school started the Green-Schools Travel 
theme in September 2015. They have conducted a travel 
survey, carpooling survey, the mapping exercise and then 
decided to conduct their walkability audit on the 6th 
December, 2015. All the students in Caherleaheen National 
School travel to school by car with some carpooling. 

  

 



Objectives: 

Members of the school population identified a possible 
walking route to school to audit. 

What did we do? 

1. To look at the barriers to promoting walking to school 
and propose possible solutions if any 

2. To raise awareness on road safety 

3. To see if there are any possible park and stride 
locations by the school. 

 



We used a number of tools on the audit to record our findings: 

What did we do? 

 

• Recording sheets  

• Measuring tape 

• High-visibilty vests 

• Camera 

• Pencils/Clipboards/Covers 

• Analysis sheets/Survey sheets 

 



Description of the route audited: 
 

Where did we go? 

    Caherleaheen National School is located just 
outside Tralee, off the N70 towards Castlemaine in 
County Kerry. On the 6th December, 2015, their 
Green-Schools Committee decided to conduct an 
audit with their An Taisce Travel Education Officer 
to see how pedestrian friendly it felt outside their 
school grounds. They also conducted a traffic, road 
sign and litter survey. 

  
  

Walked through the village 



We noted the following findings from our Walkability Audit: 

More details and photos of these findings can be viewed in 
the pages following. 

Summary of our Findings 

Positive Points: 

 

1. The steps outside our school entrance are painted yellow. 

2. The steps outside the school entrance have a guardrail to hold onto. 

3. We have a wall around our school. 

4. We have curvy gates in place for pedestrians to walk through. 

5. The straight wide gates are closed and only opened if needed for 
deliveries, emergencies etc. 

6. There is a car park for staff and visitors. 

7. The car park entrance for staff and visitors is separate from the entrance 
for the students – it is away from the students entrance. 

8. There is a yellow box outside the staff car park. 

9. We have some cycle parking spaces in place. 

10. There is a ‘Keep Clear’ Road marking outside our school pedestrian 
entrance. 

11. Double yellow lines are on the main road – opposite side to the school. 

12. There are road signs with flashing lights to indicate a school ahead in 
both directions. 

13. The hedges on route were trimmed. 

14. We have a white line road marking in place so that as students arrive 
and leave their car they walk inside this white line to the entrance. 

15. There was some litter near our school but not much. 

16. Not much traffic passed our school during the audit. 

 

 

 

 

 



We noted the following findings from our Walkability Audit: 

More details and photos of these findings can be viewed in 
the pages following. 

Summary of our Findings 

Negative Points: 

 

1. There is no footpath outside our school or near our school. 

2. The road approaching the school in both directions is very 
narrow, bendy and hilly. 

3. There is no where for parents to park except on the road 
outside the school. 

4. There are no road markings, yellow lines, caution markings 
on the approach to the school in either direction to indicate 
a school is ahead. 

5. You need to watch out for ESB poles and leaves on the road 
near the entrance to the school  Water also collects here so 
be careful. 

6. Leaves also collect in the drain running outside the entrance 
to the school so just to watch out here. 

7. We need to make sure that no one parks inside the white 
line outside our school as it is for pedestrians only. 

8. The speed limit pass the school is 80km/h.  

9. We found no safe park and stride locations nearby. 

10. We could go over the yellow markings on our steps at our 
entrance. 

 

 

 



Details of our Positive Findings 

      The entrance into our 
school grounds has steps. 

These are painted yellow so 
we can see them. 

Railings are positioned either 
side of the steps to hold 

onto if needed. 

We have a wall round our 
school grounds. 

We have curvy gates for 
pedestrians only. This helps 

to slow us down as we 
leave our school. 



Details of our Positive Findings 

We have straight gates which 
open if needed - for 

deliveries or in case of  an 
emergency. 

 

We have a separate entrance into 
the staff car park, away from 
the pedestrian entrances. We 
also have a disabled parking 

space. 
 

There is a yellow box road 
marking in place so no one 
parks in front of the staff 

car park entrance. 

 

We have cycle parking spaces. 



Details of our Positive Findings 

    We have a ‘School Keep 
Clear’ road marking in place 

outside our entrance.  

      Double yellow lines road 
markings are on the road 

outside our school – opposite 
side to the school. 

  
    

We have a road sign with 
flashing lights in both 
directions to indicate a 

school ahead.     

     We have a white line road 
marking in place so that as 

students arrive and leave their car 
they walk inside this white line to 

the entrance. 



Details of our Findings 

There is no footpath outside 
our school or nearby.  

   The road approaching the 
school in both directions is 
narrow, bendy and hilly. 

There is no where for parents 
to park except on the road 

outside the school. 

No road markings or yellow 
lines to indicate a school 

ahead in either direction so 
could these be added ? 



Details of our Findings 

     You need to watch out for ESB 
poles on the side of the road 
just outside the school, that 
you do not bang into them. 

You need to watch out for the 
leaves outside the school as 

you cold slip on them. 

      Water also collects in the 
drain running outside the 

school so just to watch out 
for this. 

     Make sure that no one parks 
inside the white line road 

marking outside the school as 
this is in place for pedestrians 

only. 



Details of our Findings 

     We have to walk through our school gates straight onto the 
public road when it is busy at the beginning and end of the day 
to leave our school. Could the speed limit be reduced for our 

own safety? 

       Could speed signs be put in place just on 
the approach to our school or even road 

markings with the speed indicated? 



Our Key Findings Were: 

1. To raise awareness on road safety -  to always wear a high-visibility vest 

if ever walking or cycling along this road.  

2. This road is very busy in the morning and after school so raise 

awareness on safety. 

3. There is not much space for parents to park their cars so they park along 

the road side, hardly any space for other road users to pass by. 

4. No road markings either direction, to indicate a school is ahead,  so could 

Kerry County Council look into this. Could we have a ‘caution, ‘school 

ahead’ road markings, yellow lines etc ? 

5. There is no footpath outside our school or near our school so be careful 

even walking into school. 

6. The road approaching the school in both directions is very narrow, bendy 

and hilly so drive at a safe speed towards the school. 

7. You need to watch out for ESB poles and leaves on the road near the 

entrance to the school  Water also collects here so be careful. 

8. Leaves also collect in the drain running outside the entrance to the school 

so just to watch out here. 

9. We need to make sure that no one parks inside the white line outside our 

school as this is in place for pedestrians only. 

10. The speed limit pass the school is 80km/h. Could this be reduced for our 

safety as we walk through our school gates straight onto the public road 

being used by many vehicles at the beginning and the end of the school 

day. 

11. We found no safe park and stride locations nearby our school. 

12. We could repaint the yellow markings on the steps by our school 

entrance. 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for reading our report.  
 
Please contact us with your feedback using the details below. 

School Details: 

Green-Schools Travel Education Officer 

Email: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Phone: 

School: 

Name: 

Thank You 

Name:  Angela Wall 

awall@eeu.antaisce.org 

0877833986 

 caherleaheen@hotmail.com 

066 7121919 

Caherleaheen National School 

Tralee 

Donal O’ Connor (Principal) 

Co. Kerry 


